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Recent Form Updates – The 2024-25 Compact Calendar update is over on the official Compact Calendar page. The 2024 ETP Almanac is not yet ready.


Out of Stock Options for Amazon ETP – I continue to have issues with Amazon’s automated marketplace delisting my product for odd reasons. Sign up here with your email address if you would like to receive restock notifications. You can also just leave a comment.


Virtual Coworking Cafe  – Since 2016! The experiment in virtual tribe building has evolved into a friendly community of project-minded regulars. Visit the Virtual Coworking Page to learn more!




		
 
	
 

 
	
		
			

Welcome to my website!


There’s a few major themes you’ll find here!



	Designing Paper-based Productivity Tools – I make popular tracking tools like the Emergent Task Planner in the Productivity Tools section. I emphasize concrete metrics that reveal trends over time without requiring a lot of tedious data entry. I hate ugly forms, so I try to make them as nice as possible by applying principles of visual hierarchy to make information clear and beautiful.
	Challenge of Creative Development –  I wish I was faster/better/stronger at a lot of things, and I try to maintain a positive attitude. I find learning and making new things really hard; I think it’s good to share my experience so other people on this path might know they are not alone.
	Making-Up Experiments, Projects, and Processes – When I’m stuck in a challenge, I turn it into an experiment to gather more data. Even if the challenge fails, the experiment always wins because experimental data has been acquired! Also, it’s fun to apply what I know about science, graphic design, computer programming, and psychology in novel and amusing ways :)


I strive to provide an accurate description of how I formulate and work-through challenges. Like a lot of people, I have to train myself to work through uncertainty and find my way. I believe that it’s super important to show that you don’t need to be perfect to make something cool that empowers yourself and the people you care about. Or more succinctly stated: Sharing is caring! [image: alt]
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			Recent Posts / Blogging Status

			

Here are my last 12 blog posts! Currently I’m blogging around one article per month for my (Not) Groundhog Day Resolutions reports. I also share a lot of day-to-day thinking in the Virtual Coworking Chat (see next section).
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Romanian translation of ETP Posted
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Nanowrimo 2023 Word Counting Calendar Update
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Announcement: Removing FeedPress and Newsletter Support
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Announcement: Site Moved to Opalstack Hosting
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Groundhog Day Resolutions Kickoff 2023!
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All Groundhog Day Resolutions Reports
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Yearly Updates of ETP Journal, Compact Calendar
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GHDR 2022: December Report
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GHDR 2022: November Report
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Nanowrimo 2022 Word Counting Calendar Update
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GHDR 2022: October Report
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GHDR 2022: September Report






		
 
	
 

 
	
		
			Virtual Coworking Cafe
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Sri’s Virtual Coworking Cafe (AKA the  DS | CAFE) is where I and other nerdy positive-minded people try to cultivate a good “working vibe” as we pursue our individual goals. We have a diverse range of people from around the world sharing their stratagems for figuring-out stuff that’s on their mind.


This is a working online chat room, and the general idea is to provide the level of distraction you need to have a productive day. Visitors can drop by at any hour of the day to mingle with the regulars, sort of like visiting a nice coffee shop. People engage at whatever level they are comfortable with, and can choose to partake in the vibe by joining a topical discussion room, sharing photos showing-off project progress, or doing paced work in a group audio chat room. What you get out of the experience is really up to what you choose to put in.


If you’re interested in visiting the DS | CAFE, you’ll find the details on the virtual coworking page.
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			About DSri

			

As a kid I liked to write and draw. I drews lots of pictures of spaceships.







Later I spent a lot of time on my Apple II, learning to read machine language and draw computer graphics. For college I almost picked English as a major, but decided to pursue computer engineering and graphics design as part of my master plan to make lots of video games with spaceships. In the mid 1990s, I was part of a tiny startup game company in the Boston area to make a game called Crixa, and after that company folded I moved to Florida to work at Electronic Arts. I soon realized that I was not a good fit for the industry, and after a lot of painful soul searching I left the business entirely to practice interactive design.







These days I work as a freelance designer/developer using video game technology for Learning Sciences research software and interactive installations, currently with Javascript and NodeJS. I also have a side hustle selling versions of my productivity tools on Amazon.
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On a personal note, I’m a second-generation Taiwanese [image: alt]
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 American living in Southern New Hampshire about 40 miles north of Boston. I’m transitioning from the name “Dave” to “Sri” (pronounced SREEE), which is a long story in itself. [image: ⚧]
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 My preferred pronouns are they/them.


I really like curry, daylight-balanced lighting, hats, cats, select rodents, gadgets that work better upside-down, temperature control of all kinds, and gear that is obsessively designed to provide utility that empowers people. I especially like excellence-seeking positive-minded people who are generous, conscientious, curious, and kind. [image: ❤]
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            New cat friend! It’s hard to steer in the way th
            	                    [image: New cat friend! It’s hard to steer in the way the old Apple puck mice were due to the roundness of the body making it difficult to feel which way it’s actually pointing, providing random movements much in the way an actual playful cat would as it swats your hand. I love it 🥰 Made by @akkogear]
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            I remounted this memorial of Bevan in a replacemen
            	                    [image: I remounted this memorial of Bevan in a replacement frame. It would have been his 55th birthday today. There’s a nice young family that lives in his old address now with a dog that sort of tolerates me, and we’ve started to exchange food after ten years when I finally spoke with them. The wild colors of the old walls are gone, but they’ve made some nice improvements to the kitchen area. I pointed out where Bevan used to have his ice cream maker, hoping to plant that seed of an idea. I’m such a different person now, and my memories are starting to become hazy about the past. But I do still recall that having him as my friend was the catalyst for becoming a more feeling and compassionate person, though it was only after his passing did I start to grasp his impact on my world view. Still have a long way to go, but I’m hopeful. Thanks, buddy, for everything.]
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            Today was JAPAN CURRY DAY so I prepped yesterday a
            	                    [image: Today was JAPAN CURRY DAY so I prepped yesterday at @lannaasianmarket  to get the extra-rich House brand Robust Java curry, pickles, and panko crumbs to make my chicken katsu curry inspired dinner! Lots of leftovers for the rest of the week, some of which I can freeze.]
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            Prototyping a compact recipe card that emphasizes 
            	                    [image: Prototyping a compact recipe card that emphasizes units and ratios so I can more intuitively remember a recipe as a set of conceptual blocks.  Also using Affinity Publisher and Designer as part of a test to see if they can fully replace Adobe’s Creative Suite!]
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            I was looking at a deep fat frier that had built-i
            
	                
	            	                    [image: I was looking at a deep fat frier that had built-in oil storage but it got bad reviews for its insecure storage. I’m trying out a cheap solution a countertop filtering oil container and using my existing wok with a probe thermometer. Made Taiwanese-ish pork chops for initial fry test.]
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            Feeling very “disconnected” from work today, s
            	                    [image: Feeling very “disconnected” from work today, so I decided to try drawing a card from a tarot deck for a different boost than I’d get from the usual productivity toolkit. The illustration gave my mind something to connect to, linking memories and past goals to the present.]
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            Updated the Compact Calendar package for 2024 and 
            	                    [image: Updated the Compact Calendar package for 2024 and 2025, which you can find at the usual place at davidseah.com with all the other legacy stuff. Enjoy!]
[image: Updated the Compact Calendar package for 2024 and 2025, which you can find at the usual place at davidseah.com with all the other legacy stuff. Enjoy!]

        
    



    
        
            Hambagu Steak aftermath! I think it came out looki
            	                    [image: Hambagu Steak aftermath! I think it came out looking nice but the flavors I had were not well integrated with each other because the butter, wine, and ketchup I had didn’t really mesh well. Next time I would also pick vegetables that are more bitter than sweet. I’m actually not sure what this dish is supposed to taste like, so subconsciously I kept expecting it to be like salisbury steak. I like the texture of the patty though…very soft and pillowy. Was a good learning experience…mastering this kind of pan sauce is the next goal!]
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            Making Japanese Hambagu Steak for Christmas for th
            	                    [image: Making Japanese Hambagu Steak for Christmas for the first time. These 4 patties of beef, ground pork, onions, panko, milk, and spices are resting for tomorrow. This dish seems to show up in a lot of anime and looks yummy so wanted to try to make nice one!]
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            Winterizing pepper plants by chopping them down! T
            	                    [image: Winterizing pepper plants by chopping them down! This is the first time I’ve tried this. The Taiwanese pepper plants are going to be on their third year, while the poblanos, cayenne, and jalapenos will be on their second year.]
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            My Vietnamese coriander plant seems to be handling
            	                    [image: My Vietnamese coriander plant seems to be handling the inside wintering well! Going to try sprouting some shoots to give away!]
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            	                    [image: Trader Joes has these huge chocolate coins so I snagged one for my cabinet of curios.]
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            	                    [image: Visual Word Counting Calendar for 2023 NaNoWriMo is available! Link in bio; look for "recent form updates"!]
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            Recent acquired this kickstarter reward. Text game
            	                    [image: Recent acquired this kickstarter reward. Text games were my first introduction to computers, and have held a special place in my heart even though I tend to seek first person 3D immersion these days.]
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            Made Taiwanese Style Pork Chops for the neighbors 
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Made Taiwanese Style Pork Chops for the neighbors to try! Taste was about 70% there. It was gluten free and the Tamari I have isn’t very earthy. Was fun to bust out the Bien Dang containers I brought back!]
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            Got a new travel beverage bottle (Fellow Carter Mo
            	                    [image: Got a new travel beverage bottle (Fellow Carter Move) and have bedazzled it appropriately with Etsy sticker purchase ✨]
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